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Antonio Villaraigosa Is One of the Mightiest Men

in State Government. His Unlikely Rise to Power

|s a Story of Prejudice, Poverty and Perseverance.

BY JENIFER WARREN
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uring their two decades in Rus tic Canyon,
Cydney and Gary Mandel had revamped
their 1920s house twice before consid-
ering its relationship to the garden. In the third
and final remodeling, San Francisco architect Tom
Goodwin made the outdoors into pictures using
glass walls and French doors and Santa Monica
garden designer Nancy Power created garden

rooms to lure people outside. Organizing the land-

scape, Power worked with the bold volumes of the
building, creating functional patios, as well as walks,
steps and understated fountains. L.A. architec-
tural designer Clive Bridgwater conceived finish-
ing touches—such as stacked stone walls and a free-
standing fireplace that warms a terrace behind the
house. Now, in place of the soggy lawn the Man-

dels seldom used, they have an outdoor kitchen

and dining room, plus ample space for open-air

lounging and parties.
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